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Review for Astronomy Unit test
This Study Guide highlights the major topics that we have covered in the Astronomy Unit. To prepare for the test focus on reviewing all class notes, homework, and hand outs in your science notebook and re-read text chapters. Do not solely rely on the Study Guide.  Any information covered in class can be tested.

1.  Which planet had a Great Dark Spot?  What was it? 

2.  Which planet has a retrograde rotation? What does that mean?

3.  Which planet has a severe “greenhouse effect”? What does this mean?

4.  What are Saturn’s rings made up of?

5.  How much of the surface of the Earth is made up of water?  70%
6.   Which planet rotates from top to bottom instead of side to side?

7.  What is an asteroid?
8.  Which of Jupiter’s moons is covered with active volcanoes? 

9.  Which planet is the largest planet in the solar system?

10. Which planet is called Earth’s twin?  Why?
11. Which gas giant planets have rings?

12. Which two planets in our Solar System have seasons? 
13. Which planet has extreme differences in temperatures between day and night?
14. What are comets made of? 

15. Where is the asteroid belt located? 
16. Which planet has a Great Red Spot?  What causes the red spot? 
17. Which two outer planets are blue?  Why are they this color?
18. Compare and contrast the inner and outer planets.

19. Explain the difference between rotation and revolution of planets.

20. Explain what causes the Earth’s seasons.

21. What is the oval shape of a planet’s orbit called?

22. Describe the difference between a solstice and an equinox.  When do they occur?

23. Describe what occurs during a lunar eclipse.

24. Describe what occurs during a solar eclipse.

25. Know the phases of the moon/ characteristics of the moon’s surface, formation of the moon.

26. What is the difference between a meteor, meteoroid and a meteorite?

27. What is a constellation??

28. Do constellations seem to move? WHY?

29. Describe the difference between absolute and apparent magnitude.

30. How old is the sun? Expected life span?

31. What is the source of the sun’s energy?

32. What forces keep the planets in orbit around the sun?

33. How are stars classified?

34. Describe how a star’s color and temperature are related.

35. What is the H-R diagram? What information does it give us?

36. What % of stars are main sequence stars?

37. Diagram the lifecycle of a star from beginning to end (both small star and massive stars)

38. What is a galaxy?

39. What 3 shapes can galaxies have?

40. Describe the Milky Way galaxy.  How many stars does it contain?  What is its diameter? Shape?

41. What is a light year?

42. What is the Big Bang Theory?

43.  According to the BBT approximately how old is the universe?

44. Why is looking at a star like looking back in time?

45. Electromagnetic spectrum – difference between transverse/compressional waves, which require a medium to travel, give examples of each, which waves make up the EMS,  how do the EMS waves differ from one another, which orbiting telescopes use which types of waves
